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What about your bread, your beer, 
and your beef?

ReviveTheDeadlands.org SaltedLands.org (414) 731-0520

“Salted Lands: Our Farmers’ Glory
or 

Our Farmers’ Nightmare.” 



Donny Nelson Land
Case Study

One landowner's quest to repair his land. 

Small Tract Owner’s information provided by Nelson obtained from McKenzie County 2022 Great Plains Directory

Well information as of 06-03-2024
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• Oilfield Roughneck Fintan
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Well #12628 Dry 6/16/1968 

• Donny Nelson
• Bakken Mega Site in

background

• Abandoned Amoco - Tesoro -
Marathon Tank Storage Site

Agenda
 Background
 Government Comments
 Situation Today
 Donny’s Notes
 Data Insights
 Original Notes
 Formal Calculations
 Photos and Documents
 Supplemental Information
 Hess Application for additional wells
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Highly Productive Bakken-Three Fork Wells

Dying Conventional wells 
in Highly Productive 
Farmland / Duck Habitat

 Background – Western part of state very productive
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Mackenzie county mega sites of Bakken / 3 Fork horizontal frack wells. Typically, some wells live long productive lives. 
Others fail production within two years and many more become minimally profitable within 10-13 years.

Note the considerable amount of land required for these mega sites, typically 5 – 15 acres.



Page 1 of 4 in printed document

Nelson Lands in 4 Sections of 2 Townships / Ranges

Page 3 of 4 in printed document

Red Sections are from 6 Pages of Notes

T150N 95W
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Donny Nelson identified his land on ND Plat 
diagrams to assist in locating the wells in 4 
specific sections in two township and ranges. 
This allowed for real world examples of the 
statewide problem. Additional information on 
each section is provided in this presentation.



All wells in 72 Sections of 2 Townships, 655 Total

The problem is not limited to the 
Nelson lands in the 4 sections.

Looking at all 72 sections in the 2 
townships reveals a considerably 

larger problem. 

Nelson 63 Wells in 4 Sections of Townships / Ranges
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Note the large number of Plugged and Abandoned Wells in just two townships.



The Bottineau County Commission is writing this letter to show our support for responsible oil
development and express our appreciation of the prosperity and economic benefits the oil development
brings to our county and citizens.

The Commissioners believe however, that positive actions must be taken to reclaim current sites and
prevent future damage from oil field saltwater spills. These spills are happening at an alarming rate and
are causing devastating damage to our prime farm and ranch land.

We are asking the Industrial Commission to assist our County with the positive actions to reclaim and
protect our land, tax base, and the future of agricultural production and producers in Bottineau County.
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 Government Comments
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Sample of production for 
well on Nelson land.
Note: The Plugged and 
Abandoned status date 
is 1/17/2023. Four years 
after the well was no 
longer productive.

What took them so long 
to Plug and Abandon the 
well?

 Situation Today



Donny Nelson Land by the Numbers
4 - 640 Acre Sections in 2 Townships, 6 Pages of Google Maps with notes to define the scope for study.
38 Sites were specifically mentioned in his notes containing 63 Wells; The total No. of Acres Mentioned: 73.94
22 Vertical (Conventional) wells, 2 Dry, 20 Plugged and Abandoned, 0 Active
41 Horizontal (Fracked) wells, 37 Active Hess Bakken Wells Produced 54,205 BBLs in Feb 2025 or 0.18% of the entire state. 
1 Abandoned, 1 Permit Now Cancelled, 2 Plugged and Abandoned
37 Active Wells with problems involving saltwater contamination or negligent release of methane gas. Why is this ignored?

T 151N – 95W - 17 & 20T 150N – 95W – 4 & 9 

Active
Plugged and Abandoned
Dry Well
Abandoned
Permit now Cancelled 15



By the Numbers: Wells in 72 Sections of 2 Townships
2 Township/Ranges equals 72 Sections. The number of acres is extremely large when you include the roads, tanks, pipelines 
and site pads. A total of 718 wells are in the 72 section with only 298 active horizontal or 41.5%. 
Are any of those non-productive? 9 vertical wells or 1.25% all of which are Saltwater Disposal Wells.

307 active wells
9 Vertical SWD wells
2 Horizontal SWD wells
296 Horizontal OG Wells
All part of the Bakken Pool

Active
Plugged and Abandoned
Dry Well
Abandoned
Permit now Cancelled 16



Nelson Wells – Set A Diagram T150N – R95W Section 4 page 1 

1
1.Well No. 12628 Spud date 5/24/1989 Last status date 

06/16/1989 - Dry vertical well; Texaco Inc; Amoco? 
Old tanks never any reclaim done, huge oil leak 60s?. 
Ran all the way to the lake. (Tanks removed July 2025. 
Over 30 years of lost grazing ability for cattle)

2. Well No. 2423 Spud date 8/2/1989 Last status date 
11/5/2012 – Plugged and abandoned vertical well 
Hess Bakken Investment II, LLC; Reclaimed huge area 
on a scale 4 to 5, did well with cleanup.

3. Well No. 9737 Spud date 9/7/1982 Last status date 
9/171998 - Plugged and abandoned vertical well Hess 
Corporation; Very good reclamation.
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 Donny’s Notes



Nelson Wells – Set A Diagram T150N – R95W Section 9 page 2

1. Well No. 16829 Spud date 10/17/2007 Last status 
date 5/8/2021 – Plugged and abandoned 
Horizontal well Hess Bakken Investment II, LLC; 
6.58 Acres to be reclaimed, waiting for 3 years as 
of June 2024.

2. Well No. 9414 Spud date 3/7/1982 Last status 
date 7/18/2017 – Plugged and abandoned vertical 
well Hess Bakken Investment II, LLC; 3.16 Acres to 
be reclaimed for 3 years where Finn & I looked at 
huge hole (dig & haul)

3. Well No. 19425 Last status date 7/30/2012 –
Permit now cancelled Horizontal well Hess Bakken 
Investment II, LLC; 4.10 Acres Reclaimed few years 
ago scale 4

4. Well No. 2256 Spud date 5/29/1959 Last status 
date – Plugged and abandoned Vertical well Hess 
Bakken Investment II, LLC; 1.81 acres reclaimed 
twice or 3 times just recently scale 1 ½

5. Well No. NA; Well, risers, etc. 2.78 acres. Scale 3

1
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4
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Nelson Wells – Set A Diagram T150N – R95W Section 9 page 3 
1. Well No. 2116 Spud date 12/14/1958 Last status date 9/8/2006 –

Plugged and abandoned Vertical well Hess Bakken Investment II, 
LLC; 6.51 acres reclaimed ? late 90’s Scale 2 ½ 

2. Well No. NA; .40 acres disposal well site
3. Well No. 38272-38276 Spud date 9/22/2022 Last status date 

4/17/2024. All wells Active Horizontal Hess Bakken Investment II, 
LLC; 7.75 Acres Bakken just drilled

3a. Road to be reclaimed

4. Well No. 2255 = Spud date 4/15/1959 Last status date 5/30/2000 
– Plugged and abandoned Vertical well Amanda Hess Corporation; 
1.65 Acres Old Well? Road? Scale 5

5. Well No. 35255-35260 Spud date 05/25/2019 Last status date 
12/05/2019
All wells Active Horizontal well Hess Bakken Investment II, LLC; 
21.0 Acres 2 Bakken Pads to be reclaimed

5a. Well No. 17241 Spud date 06/09/2008 Last status date 
01/17/2023
Plugged and abandoned Vertical well Hess Bakken Investment II, LLC; 
Bakken to be reclaimed
NA; =Well, risers, etc. 2.78 acres. Scale 3

6. Well No. 1716 Spud date 01/08/1958 Last status date 06/22/1997 
- Plugged and abandoned Vertical well Amerada Hess Corporation; 
2.0 Acres, old well?

1a. 2.0 Acres, thought something here at one time.
2a. Old saltwater spill, maybe some natural salt
3a. 1.25 Acres, road reclaimed 4 or 5 years ago, scale 2 ½

2
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Nelson Wells – Set B Diagram T151N – R95W Section 17 page 1 
1. Well No. 1276 Spud date 04/14/1957 Last status date 10/06/2008 - PA 

VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC;

2.Well No. 1543 Spud date 09/11/1957 Last status date 11/30/1993 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well TEXACO EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC.; 5.05 Acres

3. Well No. 1049 Spud date 01/01/1956 Last status date 05/12/2021 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC; 3.02 Acres

4.Well No. 1328 Spud date 07/22/1957 Last status date 12/10/1993 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well TEXACO EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC.; .35 Acres

5.All wells Active HORIZONTAL OG well HESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC; 
12.7 Acres Bakken

Well No. 30082-30084 Spud date 12/27/2014 Last status date 08/15/2018
Well No. 36520-36523 Spud date 06/18/2021 Last status date 10/21/2021

6. Well No. 1272 Spud date 10/24/1956 Last status date 08/01/2006 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC;

7. Well No. 1104 Spud date 05/09/1956 Last status date 09/22/1987 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well TEXACO EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC.;

8. Well No. 1185 Spud date 07/03/1956 Last status date 03/30/1993 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well TEXACO EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC.;

9. Well No. 1397 Spud date 03/25/1957 Last status date 07/20/1994 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well AMERADA HESS CORPORATION;

10. Well No. 2634 Spud date 05/16/1960 Last status date 08/11/1994 - DRY 
VERTICAL WI well AMERADA HESS CORPORATION;

11. Well No. 1210 Spud date 08/10/1956 Last status date 03/30/1993 - PA 
VERTICAL OG well TEXACO EXPLORATION & PRODUCTION INC.;
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Nelson Wells – Set B Diagram T151N – R95W Section 20 page 2 
1. Well No. 1288 Spud date 03/12/1957 Last status date 11/15/201 -

Plugged and abandoned VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN 
INVESTMENTS II, LLC; 3.06 Acres Reclaimed Recently; Scale 4

2. Well No. 16492 Spud date 04/01/2007 Last status date 
03/15/2020 - Abandoned HORIZONTAL OG well HESS BAKKEN 
INVESTMENTS II, LLC; Acres 16.3, 2.02 Inside is inactive Bakken to 
be reclaimed

3.Well No. 1595 Spud date 07/11/1959 Last status date 10/07/1999 -
Plugged and abandoned VERTICAL OG well AMERADA HESS 
CORPORATION;

4.Thought there would be one to be done.

5.Well No. 1243 Spud date 01/15/1957 Last status date 10/06/2008 -
Plugged and abandoned VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN 
INVESTMENTS II, LLC;

6. Well No. 35448 Spud date 11/21/2019 Last status date 
05/10/2020
Well No. 34727-34730 Spud date 11/20/2019 Last status date 
04/29/2020
Well No. 23167 Spud date 09/04/2012 Last status date 03/03/2023 
Well No. 23168 Spud date 08/02/2012 Last status date 05/17/2024

– All wells Active HORIZONTAL OG well HESS BAKKEN 
INVESTMENTS II, LLC;
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1. Somewhere up here was old well

2. Well No. 1597 Spud date 09/14/1958 Last status date 09/24/2002 
- PA VERTICAL OG well HESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC;

3. All following wells Active HORIZONTAL OG well HESS BAKKEN 
INVESTMENTS II, LLC;
Well No. 31891 Spud date 06/28/2016 Last status date 06/19/2020 
Well No. 31892 Spud date 06/30/2016 Last status date 11/10/2016
Well No. 31893 Spud date 06/29/2016 Last status date 01/15/202
Well No. 32952 Spud date 02/22/2017 Last status date 07/02/2017
Well No. 32953 Spud date 02/21/2017 Last status date 07/06/2017
Well No. 32954 Spud date 02/19/2017 Last status date 07/10/2017
Well No. 32955 Spud date 02/18/2017 Last status date 07/15/2019
Well No. 33735 Spud date 03/14/2018 Last status date 07/15/2019
Well No. 33735 Spud date 03/14/2018 Last status date 07/15/2019
Well No. 33736 Spud date 03/15/2018 Last status date 09/26/2018
Well No. 33737 Spud date 03/16/2018 Last status date 07/15/2019
Well No. 33738 Spud date 03/17/2018 Last status date 09/19/2018
Well No. 33739 Spud date 03/18/2018 Last status date 09/01/2023

Nelson Wells – Set B Diagram T151N – R95W Section 20 page 3 
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T151N R95W PLAT – Page 3 Wells; Sample of well information available from North Dakota.

Section 20 – Set B
Well numbers with directional information

23



Data Insights
• Monthly Production information for Hess Wells on Nelson land in 4 sections

• All wells in 150N-95W and 151N-95W 
• Hess Bakken Investments sold 54,205 BBLS produced on Nelson Family land in Feb 2025 

at $63.94 / BBL
• Or $3,465,867.70
• The cost of restoration for one site on Nelson family lands would exceed $637,127 or 

.0153% of Annual Production Dollars.
• That site involves a compromised pit, abandoned tanks, and likely off-site spills of 

chemicals and oil field brine.
• Nelson can accurately calculate acres of grazing and crop land taken out of production 

for the entire life of each site.
• Roads are a substantial factor in the calculation.
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Page 4
These Nelson Lands in 4 Townships / Range / Sections deserve the same Oil Impact Study as we have done on the other 4 sections

Page 2
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Other Nelson land in two different 
townships not included in analysis. 
Indicates much larger problem for this 
one landowner. Note all the other 
landowners in these townships.



T150N-95W and T151W-95W Official Oil and Gas Well Diagrams
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Information from North Dakota Industrial Commission on well directions when horizontal drilling is 
performed.
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Handwritten estimates to cleanup one 
site on Donny Nelson land.

The information provided is based on 
real-world experience from a landowner 
who has been through this process more 

than once.

 Original Notes to calculate costs
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Handwritten estimates to cleanup 
one site on Donny Nelson land.



Pit collapsing 
area
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Note: July 2025 removal begun after 30 years of requests.

Unproductive field from spills and brine disposal
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GRS Reclamation Detail Calculations
(Can be used on any location)

 Formal Calculations
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GRS Reclamation Total
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 Photographs and Documentation of site in question.



Succession of owners, none of 
them paying for restoration of 

site. 33

Photos of abandoned storage tanks. Many years of no production waiting for company to clean up their mess



Debris and Chemical Residue Everywhere!!
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 Supplemental Information
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Sample calculation for Mega-site cleanup. At least 16.5 acres of land are involved



37

USDA mapping of cropland for sections reviewed.
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USDA mapping of cropland for sections reviewed.



39

Additional information related to site.
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Additional Construction Notes



WellStatusDateWellStatusWellTypeWellboreProducedPoolsFieldNameCountyNameCurrentOperatorFileNo

8/2/2021PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEBURLINGTON RESOURCES OIL & GAS COMPANY LP23649

10/27/2021PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIEEOG RESOURCES, INC.31249

11/8/2022PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIEEOG RESOURCES, INC.22963

1/17/2024IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC24407

8/13/2008PAOGHORIZONTAL RE-ENTRYBAKKEN,SILURIANBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC10947

6/22/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC17125

12/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC35040

10/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC16610

1/17/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC17241

11/22/2022ABOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC28919

3/15/2020ABOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC16492

7/6/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEHESS BAKKEN INVESTMENTS II, LLC16498

7/18/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC32406

9/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC29358

5/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC21521

12/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC17251

8/4/2014PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC16959

10/27/2020ABOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC29327

3/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC18973

9/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC28166

3/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC28168

1/17/2024IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC28689

3/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC29827

3/29/2021ABOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC30607

3/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENGRAILMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC24685

11/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC17260

9/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC30710

10/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC30712

5/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENSPOTTED HORNMCKENZIEOASIS PETROLEUM NORTH AMERICA LLC30907

10/17/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC26811

11/17/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC27040

5/17/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29752

5/17/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29753

4/18/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29754

12/19/2023IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29755

4/18/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29962

4/18/2023PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIESPOTTED HAWK DEVELOPMENT, LLC29964

1/17/2024IAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENCLARKS CREEKMCKENZIEWHITE BUTTE OIL OPERATIONS, LLC34373

11/24/2022PAOGHORIZONTALBAKKENBLUE BUTTESMCKENZIEXTO ENERGY INC25550

39 Bakken Style Horizontal Wells Plugged 
and Abandoned from 8/2008 Thru 1/2024.

When will these site be reclaimed?

Question presented by McKenzie County’s Frack Wells
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 Hess Application for additional wells

The application for Hess to 
continue creating new lateral wells 

in Williams County.



Hess is Infilling wells with 4-mile laterals
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